KENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

KENT RECORDS

NOT SEARCHABLE

Copyright © 2012 Kent Archaeological Society
Licensed for personal &/or academic use




COUNTER ARMADA OF 1596

FAVERSHAM’S ASSESSMENT FOR A SHIP FOR
THE COUNTER ARMADA OF 1596: APPENDIX.

Edited by Patricia Hyde and Duncan Harrington

The main article for this topic is to be published in Archaeologia Cantiana Vol.
CXXII (2002). What follows is the text of the revised assessment and some
biographies and another document relating to the piracy of Abraham Snoode’s
boat.

In 1596 a large, well equipped Anglo Dutch fleet numbering over 120 vessels
sailed for Cadiz carrying 6,000 soldiers. After a three-week voyage and one
day’s action by sea and by land, the harbour and the town of Cadiz was captured
and set on fire. The allies stayed there a fortnight and then sailed for home
laden with spoils.14 The queen was at first delighted, but her mood changed
when she heard that her share was to be far less than she had anticipated. Whilst
the voyage had fulfilled the original intention there was the nagging possibility
that others, not the Crown, had profited from this adventure. The article
describes the humble part played by Faversham in this expedition. The town was
what is known as a limb of the Cinque Ports under the head port of Dover and
was therefore liable to ship service from time to time. In 1587, for example, the
ports were expected to pay a cess of £400 to provide a war ship of 50 tons for
service against the Dunkirkers. Abraham Snoode (Snothe) and Edward Buddle
were to go to London to provide one at 2 reasonable price.

A year later, when facing the Armada of 1588, Faversham’s representatives at
the Guestling met ‘some uncurteous speaches and harde dealyngs of the townes
men of Dovour’ Faversham decided to act alone and provide a ship of 40 tons or
thereabouts out of the 100 tons imposed upon the Cinque Port of Dover. With
the mediation of Richard Barrye, Lieutenant of the castle of Dover, matters were
sorted out. We are particularly fortunate that an account has survived that was
drawn up by the captain, Nicholas Tumner, and the purser, Robert Colwell. In an
article entitled The sinews of war: manning and provisioning English fighting
ships c. 1550-1650," G.V. Scammell described the problems that lay behind
manning such ships.”® This Faversham account referred to two months wages
paid to the following; the captain, £ 8-4-0; the master, £4-0-0; the master’s mate;
£4-0-0; the master gunner, £ 3-0-0; the gunner’s mate, 32s; the gunner’s man,
20s; the purser, 32s; the bosun, 32s; the bosun’s mate, 24s; the quarter master,
32s; the quarter master’s mate, 24s; the steward, 24s; the cook, 24s; the surgeon,
44s; the corporal, 26s 8d; the shipwright, 35s 4d; 5 sailors at 20s each;2 garsons
or young men, at 10s each; 4 soldiers at 20s each and a trumpeter at 10s. There

14 For more detail, see edit J. S. Corbett ‘Relation of the voyage to Cadiz 1596 by Sir Willam Slyngisbie’, The
Naval Miscellany, vol. 1, Navy Records Society, vol. xx, (1992), pp. 25-92; S. & E. Usherwood, The Counter-
Armada 1596, (The Bodley Head, London, 1983).

1S The Mariner’s Mirror, vol. 73, No. 4, November 1987, p. 355.
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were 30 men in all, a number of them known to be seamen in Faversham.'¢ For
example, the purser, Robert Colwell, and the bosun, John Rockens, both lived in
Court Street and were the owners and masters of other ships.'’

In 1580 Abraham Snothe was given as the owner and master of The Ellen (12
, tons'®), a hoy that he still owned in 1586 together with three others, The Peter,
" The Mary and The Sysse making him then the leading ship owner within the

town of Faversham.” His father, John, had also been a shipowner living in

Court Street. He served many years on the town council and was a

churchwarden. He was present at the vital meeting when Thomas Arden was

disfranchised and was one of those in charge of Lady Amcott’s wharf in 1555.

When he made his will in 1573, he left half his hoy The Margaret to Abraham

on condition that’he shall keep house with my wife his mother, bear half the A

charge of household and also keep half the necessary reparations of the said hoy

and be obedient toward his mother.’ If Abraham did not carry out his
instructions, then his wife was to have that half as well.

A series of bonds in October 1585 give Abraham’s ornate merchant mark and
show the problem of ship names in that both William Ladd and Clement
Trowtes have a hoy called The Peter of F aversham.” From various assessments
and the muster rolls we know that Abraham lived in Court Street Faversham.?!
In the muster rolls he is described sometimes as a mariner, sometimes as a man
capable of handling a caliver, the standard firearm for much of the period. He -
was later promoted to be a decimer or leader of ten soldiers. The point is that
mariners were not always mentioned as such in the muster rolls.

Snothe appears to have made his money shipping wheat and other commodities
to London and returning with other wares. It is possible to find some record of
these trips from the Faversham Port books. For instance on the 28 April 1580,
Abraham Snothe master, had left the Port of Faversham in The Ellen of
Faversham (burden 12 tons) bound for London with eighty quarters of wheat
belonging to John Philipott. He returned on the 14 May 1580 from London with
the following goods belonging to Christopher Bridge, denizen of Canterbury:
“three trusses containing six frizeadoes, eight remnants of broad cloth, one
remnant baies, four kerses, three remnant and ten cottones, thirty barrels soap,
one hogshead Gascogne wine, three baskets orrenges and habberdashe wares,
three small cases with sylke and mercery wares and six barrels of pitch and
tarre.”” We also find Abraham shipping his own merchandize on other hoys.
In all, he made 11 voyages to London and back in 1580 as well as 2 to Ireland.

' William L. Clowes, The Royal Navy, (1897) vol. 1, p. 596 says the ship was under Lord Henry Seymour and
had a compliment of 34 men. :
P. Hyde, Faversham ships and seamen in the sixteenth century, Faversham Papers, No. 45.

8 Given in places as 20 tons this once again may mark the difference between the burthen and tonnage.

'° CKS: Fa/CPM 24 & PRO;SP 12/198 no, 47; Bythe, Ships and Seaman, pp. 7, 13

2 CKS: Fa/JQr 6/2 no. 21 illustrated in Hythe, Arden, p. 479; Hythe, Ships & seamen, pp. 22-24.

:; Arden, pp. 507, 512 & 513; Hythe & Harrington, Tudor & Stuart Mausters, pp. 7 onwards.
PRO: E190/641/13
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In 1572, Snothe gave 3° 4% towards the building of the Market House, which
eventually became the Guildhall. He was also involved in two court cases that
give us just a glimpse of everyday life. In the first, he gave a deposition in a case
concerning Lewes Larder, who was charged with piracy and robbery. In his
deposition Snothe said that, on the instructions of one Crosse, a merchant of
London, he had unloaded four vats of copperas” and a great deal of dried fish
from Larder’s bark to send them to London. A dispute then arose between
Crosse and Larder’s men and Snothe had to put all the goods back again. A
week later Crosse contacted him again and asked him to collect the goods.
Larder’s bark was by now lying in the Downs. This time Snothe collected the
copperas and two packs of wax and took them to Faversham. Snothe did not
know where the wax had been shipped to, but he still had custody of the
copperas.

Seven years later he was involved in a case of withernam. This was a legal
process which was used in the recovery of debts incurred between inhabitants of
different Cinque Ports, London and other English boroughs. Snothe claimed that
John Hale or Hall of Breadstreet ward in the city of London owed him £3-13-4.
He said that Hall had retained him on 24 September 1579 to take malt and rye in
his hoy to East Swale and there to hand it over to the master of a London crayer.
This he did, and that accounted for £3-6-8. Hall also bought 13 straw mats from
Snothe, which came to 6° 84,

And we find amongst the High Court of Admiralty records an examination of
witnesses in 1587 concerning the piracy committed about The Peter of
Faversham when Andrew Clerke was master and Abraham Snothe was the
owner. From them we learn of the cargo being carried for the Canterbury
merchants and the way in which the perpetrators were caught. The examinations
are of sufficient interest for them to be fully extracted in appendix I of this
account. It would be interesting to know whether ‘the very cards and marks of
direction’ was simply a nautical way of saying that they were caught with details
of what goods were to be delivered to whom; or a particular description of the
merchants marks on the barrels and details of destination.

In his will dated 18 October 1593, Snothe made arrangements to help two of
‘my brother Taylor’s’ sons. Thomas was to receive £5-0-0 a year until the age of
21 if ‘he dothe so longe contynue at Cambridge’ and £20-0-0 when he reached
the age of 21. Abraham was to be kept by his wife, the executrix, until he could
be ‘putt to prentice to some good occupation’, and he also was to receive £20-0-
0 at 21. His son-in-law, John Lawrence, was to have all Snothe’s part of the hoy
called The Ellen of Faversham and one of his lighters on condition that he paid
one Barbara Adye £6-0-0 a year and £60 due to her under the will of her father,

3 Copperas; proto-sulphate of iron or ferrous sulphate (FeSO,) also called green vitriol, used in dyeing, tanning
and making ink. See W. H. George, 4 short account of the copperas industry of the Isle of Sheppey, Kent,
(1983) and R. H. Goodsall, ‘The Whitstable Copperas Industry’, Archaeologia Cantiana (1957), Ixx, pp. 142-
159.
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Nicholas Adye. This sum Snothe had had from Adye’s executors. His wife was
to enter into a bond with sufficient surety with the town within three months.

He also arranged that his executrix should glaze one of the windows on the east
side of the Free School at Faversham, which had just been built. He granted his
wife for life a house that he had just bought. After her death, it was to go to his
son-in-law, John Lawrence. He then left a gold ring, which he wore daily, to his
good friend, Nicholas Upton. Almost as an afterthought, he finished with ‘Item I
will my wyfe shall give unto the poore where she shall think most needfull’.2*

OTHER LOCAL MEN LINKED WITH THE HAZARDE?

JAMES BACON the cook was paid 24s. He appeared as a mariner living in
Court Street from 1591 onwards. By 1598 he owned the hoy The Watt then The
Mayflower, taking malt, wheat and hides to London.

THOMAS BRATTE a soldier paid 20s. He lived in West Street from 1583
onwards. In the muster rolls, considered capable of using a musket from 1591.

EDWARD BUDDLE, co-owner and master of The Hazarde, was paid £4. By
1585 he was co-owner and master of the hoy The Maryflower. 1t is not certian
whether this is the same Edward Buddell-described as a sailor of Margate whose -
testimony is recorded in the High Court of Admiralty records in 1583, when he
says, “that abowte shrovetide laste on borde captayne Arnolde at Margate where
he laye in his man of warre Also Capayne Gore was in that roade on whom this
examinant was also on borde and more pirattes shippe he was not on borde.”*

JOHN BULL a soldier paid 20s. John was the son and servant of a leading
figure, Nicholas Bull. They lived first in Court Street and later in Preston Street.

EDWARD BYLLTON a shipwright paid 35/4. Edward was mentioned as a
shipwright and a servant of Thomas Lewes in the muster roll of 1588.

ROBERT COLWELL the purser paid 32s. Colwell was part of an established
family and lived in West Street In 1580, at the age of 16, he was apprenticed to
Thomas Bennett, owner and master of The Olyfaunte of 12 tons. By 1586 he was
the master of The Trinity owned by John Trowtes. In 1591 he was living in
Court Street and by 1596 was the owner of a bark called The John of 50 tons.
1606 case against a shipbuilder.

WILLIAM COSEN a soldier paid 20s.-By 1580 he was a servant of a jurat
called Thomas Oldfield and living in Abbey Street. He later served Mistress

“ Hythe, Seamen, pp. 59-61; CKS; Fa/FAC2/1, fol 7 v; Fa/]Qe 1; FA/ JW7; PRO: PROB 11/ 84 quire 59 fol 113

v.

% The information comes from Musters and Seamen. In the transcript of the account it can be seen that each man
was being paid for 2 months wages.

% PRO:HCA 1/43 folio 7 Saturday xxij June 1583
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Ambrose. He was still on the muster roll in 1596 with his equipment of bill,
skull and red cap.

FOWLER DERELOVE the steward paid 24s. He was a servant of the jurat

Thomas Oldfield in 1570, but had moved to John Castlock by 1573. He lived in -

Court Street In 1588 in the muster roll he used a caliver provided by John
Castlock and in 1590 was furnished with musket shot provided by Mr. Thomas
Finch. ’

EDWARD FREEMEN the quartermasters mate paid 24s. In 1580 he was an
apprentice aged 16 to John Michell, the owner and master of a little ketch called
The Bobtail of 8 tons. By 1583-4 he was living in Court Street, a servant of John
Rockyns. By 1596 he himself owned a 30 ton hoy called The Mary. By 1598 his
12 ton hoy The Jane made several trips to London carrying wheat, malt and
hops. .

JAMES FRYKYN the quarter master paid 32s. He came from Whitstable and

had a hoy Elizabeth Anvild by 1598, carrying wheat and malt to London,
returning with assorted wares.

JOHN ROCKYNS the bosun paid 32s. He was the son of John Rockyns of
Court Street, who was said to be old in 1580. In 1586 he was master of the hoy
The Gift of God under the owner George Bennett. In 1599 he owned the hoy The
Ellen with Hugh Nethersole. '

RICHARD TODDYE a sailor paid 20s. He was mentioned as a mariner in the
muster roll in 1588 He had a hoy of 12 tons with James Bacon in'1599

ROGER WALTON a sailor paid 20s. He was on the muster roll in Court Street
in 1591

CHRISTOPHER WARRENER the gunners mate paid 32s. In 1580, aged 16, he
was an apprentice on the hoy The John belonging to John Trowtes. By 1583 he
was a servant of the mariner, Robert Rye, who was getting old. Eight years
later, in 1591, he was a servant of Abraham Snothe and by 1596 he was the
owner of the hoy The Abraham. Two years later he was trading in the hoy The
Martha.
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And what happened to the accounts for provisioning The Vineyard and to the
collection of the cess? The four collectors presented the first part of the account
‘for the charges of our part in setting forth of a ship called The Vineyard’. They
had paid wages of 10 shillings each to 8 men for unspecified work. They had
also paid 1 shilling each for 45 soldiers and 11 marines pressed into service to
go to Dover. Sailors were sometimes included in the muster rolls at Faversham.
A more detailed list in 1602 said; “Give them (the sailors) twelve pence for
imprest money and after the rate of a half-penny the myle for their conduct. . ..”?’
The full details are as follows:

The accompte® of Thomas Waterman, Daniell Gyles and George Cruttall, for a
cesse made in the same towne bye the aucthorytye of a Wardmothe holden in the
Guyldehalle of the same towne the xv® daye of Januarye in the xxxviij™ yere of
the queenes maiesties reigne [15 Jan 1596] for the charges of our parte in settinge
forthe of a shippe callyd The Vineyarde of Dovour for the service of her majestye
in the narrowe seas againste the Spanyardes Anno Domini 1596 and gyven theym
in chardge to gather bye the aucthorytie of the same Warmouthe.

Imprimis they are chardged wyth the somme of CCCiiij* xiij® viij?
CCCiiij* xiij® viij¢ gyven theym in charge to gather

for the defraying of the same voyage and the chardge

thereof as appearythe bye there rolles indentyd to

theym delivered the counter pane received in thys

yere

Whereof theye had in chardge bye the comaundement CCiij* ij* iij¢
of the maior jurattes and commynaltie of the same

towne to gather but onelye twoe partes of the foreseid

cesse in three partes to be devydyd which amountythe

to the somme of

For the resceyte of which foreseid somme of CCiif* jj° CCiij* ij* iiij
iiij the said Thomas Waterman Danyell Gyeles and

George Cruttall are to accompte and soe uppon the

whole matter thesse accomptantes are to be chardgyd

wythe the foresaid somme of

Also theye are chardgyd wythe the some of v* that \
was made of the resydue of the cesse that was

browghte from Dovour which was sente thyther for

the vyctualling of the souldyers

Item they are chardgyd wythe the somme of xLj° that xLj*
was lykewyesse made of the resydue of the breade

that was lykewyesse browght from Dovour

Item they are chardgyd wythe the somme of iij* xj* iij* xj* iij

iij* that was lykewyesse made of the resydue of the

73N McGurk, A levy of seamen in the Cinque Ports, 1602, The Mariners’ Mirror, 1986, vol. 66, pp. 137-
144; P. Hyde & D. Harrington, Faversham Tudor & Stuart Muster Rolls (2000), pp. 131-144.

2 CKS: Fa/FAC 25 folio 20; the enrolled account Fa/FAc 197 folio 159 to 161 is very badly damaged but such
sections as are readable have been checked against the above.
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beere that was lykewyesse browght from Dovour
Sum of all their whole chardge

Whereof theye demaunde to be allowyd as followythe
Imprimis theye demaunde to be alowed for monye
bye theym layed out as appeareath bye their booke of
partyculers hereunto annexyd and to be enteryd
downe woorde for woorde

Item more theye demaunde to be alowed for
desperattes which theye cannott gather nor levye
Sum of all their allowances

And so the towne dothe owe to these accomptantes
the somme of '

[fol. 21r]
Chargis layed out aboutt the shiping as foloweth

In prymis to John Kytchin for his waigis for thre
mounth

Ttem to John Partheridg for fover mounthes 10s the
mounth ’

Item to John Diricke for five mounth and one wicke
Item to Henry Cowler for his waygis for xxj wickes
Ttem to Thomas Janson for his waigis for iiij mounth
Ttem to John Bradford for his waigis for 5 mounth at
XS

Ttem to Fraunces Graye for seventen wickes at 10s the
mounth

Item to John Graye for thre mounth at x° the mounth
In primyse spent at Boughton in drinke and bread
upon the soulder

Item at Harbeldowne for bere

Item for our supper at Canterbery when we cam
thether

Ttem for a new flask and tuchbox and mending of som
armer

Ttem for there brackfast one Wedenday mor[n]ing at
Canterbery

Item spente betwext Canterbery and Dover in bread
and drink

Item geiven them at Dover the first daye xd a man
Item our supper and bed at night

Item geven them one Thursday viij® a man

Item our owne chargis that day
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Item Given them one Fryday to bryng them home vj a
man

Item our owne chargis that day

Item for our horse to Canterbery

Paid to 45 solders that went to Dover

for there prest mony 13 Aprell 96

Paid to sixe mariners prest to Dover the 29 March at
there returne from Dover to fech theire clothes

Paid to five other mariners that were prest out of the
towne the 23 of Aprill

Paid to Master Henery Saker maior for iij score &
Lvj Ib of beife for the vitling of the hoye that went to
Dover 13 Aprill

Paid more to Nicholas Turner for 100 of pouder

Paid to Master Garrett of Dover when he went to
London to bring downe the ship called The Vinyeard
Paid to Master Castlock and Master P[e]lham when
they rode to Dover about the busines of the shiping
Paid to Master Saker maior for his charges and those
that rode with him to Dover the xxth of December
1595

[fol. 21v]

Paid for a kilderkin of bere spent upon the solders
before they went for caring yt into the feild

Paid to Master Allen for ij bushells of salte to pouder
beif for the vitling of the hoyes which went to Dover
Paid to William Hilton for vj barrells and a half of
bere for the vitling of the same hoyes at 8s 6d the
barrells

Paid to Nicholas Turner for pouder for the furnisheng
of the shipe seth forth by Dover and his members
Paid to George Cruttall for xLviij dosson of bread for
the vitling of the hoyes above said

Paid Richard Romny for horshire and his paines in
careing the musketts to Dover

Paid to William Beale for 26 score and five pounds of
beife for the vitling of the hoyes

Paid to James Lambart for bread for the wittling of the
same hoyes

Paid to John Willerd for horshire for caring the sailer
apparell to Dover

Paid to Edward Willson for a barrell of bere for the
hoyes vitling

Paid to Freind for caring of pouder and match abord
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the Vinyerd for her provision

Paid to George Colvell for xxiiij dosson of bread for
the hoyes that went to Dover

Paid to Okenfold for caring the bere abord the hoyes
and for caring the bere to mens houses in the towne
that was brought back from Dover

Paid to Virgo for caring of pouder abord and of John
Friend and for caring out the beife abord the hoyes and
for caring out the bere that was brought back from
Dover

Paid to Ralf Swift for caring of the beife

Paid to Nicholas Turner for 100 of pouder

Paid to Palmer for cleaning the towne furniture

Paid to Master Allen for Juckle to make flask strings
Paid for paper to make the muster booke

Paid for vitles for the solders diner before they went to
Dover

Paid to Master Upton and Master Castlock for theire
horshire and charges when they rode to Dover

Paid William Chatbourn for his chargs and Mr Upton
at Dover

Paid to William Chatbarn for his horshire

Paid to William Chabarn for his horshire when he rode
to London with Master Kibbett

Paid to William Chatbarn for his horshire for Richard
Maicott when he rode to London

Paid to Master Garit the eight daye of September
Paid to Master Garit at London when the ship called
The Vynard in mony

For horshire to Dover for Master Upton

Paid to William Tomlin for barrell of bere

Paid-to M Pelli henl P

Paid to M U ; .

Paid to Master Nicholas Upton for his charges

when he rode to Dover with

Paid to Master Castlock and Master Pellam for their
charges spent at Dover for their supper one Monday
night

For their breakfast Tuesday morning

For wine and other provision for theire diner abord the
vineyerd one Tuesday

For mony given abord the ship

For theire supper Tuesday night
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For theire breakfast on Wensday viij
For theire diners the captaines the maisters and th[r]ee xviij® viij
of the jurats of Dover one Wensday

104%-8-4
For theire horsmeate at Dover iiij® vj
For mony given to som persons to help them aboute ij® iiij
theire bisines and for other nessesaries
For mony given where our horses stode and where we xviij®
lay one Wensday night
For a horshire for Master Castlock same time for fouer iiij®
dayes
For mony paid to one to fetche theire horses from vj
Dover
Total % xiiij®
I be-al Lin despr ol ]
Ttem-of Symon-Grenstritt 4¢°
more-Lawrauneces Boyayan 4
Master Kybbitte °4¢
Geerge-Hudsen x4
JohnBeulven x—m&s—Sj
One-Woodes-heuse-where-mead-dwelt j
Master Beere i
TohnA foral " . Y

The” accompte of Thomas Waterman Danyell Gyeles and George Cruttall for
the somme of L* xv* vij being the syxte parte of one cesse of CCClll] xiij® vu_]
made in the same towne made bye aucthorytie of a wardmouthe holden in the
Guylde Hall of the same towne the xv™ daye of Januarie in the xxxviij™ yere of
the Queenes majesties reigne for the chardges of our parte in setting forthe of a
shipp callyd The Vyneyarde of Dovour for the servyce of her majestie in the
narrowe seas agaynste the Spanyardes anno domini 1596 and gyven them in
chardge to gather by the foreseid maior jurattes and commynaltie for and
towardes the full payment and dyschardge of the setting forthe of the same
shyppe wythe our foreseid hed porte Dovour

Item theye demaunde-to-be-aHowryd-of the somme of L xv* vij¢
are chardgyd with the somme of L* xv* vij being the

syxte parte of CCCiiij* xiij® viij® as aforeseid

Somme of all the whoole chardge L xv* vij¢
Whereof theye demaunde to be allowyd as

¥ CKS: Fa/FAc 26 fol. 25. .
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